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C O M M U N I T I E S  A N D  W E L L B E I N G  
O V E R V I E W  A N D  S C R U T I N Y  C O M M I T T E E  

Wednesday, 23rd March 2015 

 
Present: Councillor Kerry Molineux (in the Chair); Councillors Wendy Dwyer, Dave 

Parkins and Kath Pratt 
  
  
In Attendance: Neil Mark – Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service 
  Gary Monk – Resident 
  Councillor Pam Barton – Portfolio for Health and Communities 
  Vickie Barritt – Policy Officer 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
517 Apology for Absence 
 

An apology for absence was submitted from Councillors June Harrison and Joyce 
Plummer. 
 
 

518 Substitution 
 

There were no substitutions. 
 
 

519 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
  
 There were no declarations of interest or dispensations. 
  
  
520 Minutes of Last Meeting 
 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Communities and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee held on 28th January 2015 were submitted for approval as a correct record.   
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct record. 
 
 

521 Fire Cover Review 
 

Neil Mark, Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service, gave a presentation on the review of the 
service.  He gave details of how the review had considered the changing requirements of the 
Fire Service and those that had been implemented since which had managed to make the 
savings required whilst still providing an efficient service.  He provided details of the financial 
savings and supporting statistical information and referred to key performance indicators which 
had shown a reduction in the number of total incidents since 2013/14.  He pointed out that the 
Fire Service now focussed on fire safety prevention which had impacted on the requirements 
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of the Fire Service and showed the risk map for Hyndburn, explaining how this had changed 
since the review and gave a summary of the impact on critical response standards.   
 
Gary Monk, resident and former Fire Station Manager, questioned the statistical information 
provided in the presentation.  He acknowledged the theory set out in the statistical information 
provided but pointed out that the practicality of matters did not always show the true picture.  
He referred to a number of issues including the following issues: 
 
- He asked if incidents were still recorded in the statistics even when Hyndburn pumps were 

not present at the incident.  Neil Mark indicated that he was unsure and would provide a 
response for a future Committee. 

- Questioned the exact number of posts within the Fire Service that were lost due to the 
review and the effect that this had had on the service.  

 Councillor Parkins referred to the new procedure put into place due to reductions in crew 
numbers and if this had been risk assessed accordingly. 

- Questioned a number of issues outlined in the presentation and indicated that the statistical 
information may not show the true impact of the practicalities of the review.   
 

 Neil Mark invited Committee members to visit the Fire Station to see how the Fire Service 
operated and proposed that a future meeting was held at the Fire Station to provide the 
Members with an opportunity to be given responses to the issues raised by Mr. Monk. 

Resolved  (1) That the report be noted; and 

  (2)  That a future Communities and Wellbeing Overview and 
 Scrutiny Committee be held at Accrington Fire Station. 

 
522 Work Programme 2015/16 Planning 
 
 The Overview and Scrutiny Officer submitted the draft work programme for 2015/16 for 
 consideration by Members of the Committee.   Reference was made to the number of town 
 centre  night clubs and pubs opening and to the opening times that the premises were 
 requesting a licence to.  Homelessness in the town centre was also an item which was 
 proposed for inclusion in the work programme.  
 

Resolved - That the report be noted and Members’ suggestions be 
incorporated into the work programme. 

 
 
523 Lancashire Health Scrutiny 

 
The Chair reported on the Lancashire Health Scrutiny work programme for 2014/15 and plans 

 for the 2015/16 work programme. She suggested that Members contacted her with ideas 
 that she could take back for consideration within their plans for her to take back to Lancashire 
 County Council 
 
 Resolved -   That the report be noted. 
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Signed: ………………………………………………. 
 

Date: ………………………………………………………. 
 

Chair of the meeting 
at which the minutes were confirmed. 


